
 

 

                

 

Women's rights activists have observed 25 November as a day against gender-based violence since 

1981. This date was selected to honour the Mirabal sisters, three political activists from the Dominican 

Republic who were brutally murdered in 1960 by order of the country’s ruler, Rafael Trujillo (1930-

1961). 

On 20 December 1993, the General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 

against Women through resolution 48/104, paving the path towards eradicating violence against 

women and girls worldwide.  

Finally, on 7 February 2000, the General Assembly adopts resolution 54/134, officially designating 25 

November as the International day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women and in doing so, 

inviting governments, international organizations as well as NGOs to join together and organize 

activities designed to raise public awareness of the issue every year on that date.  

Despite the adoption of the Convention of the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 

Women (CEDAW) by the UN General Assembly in 1979, violence against women and girls remains a 

pervasive problem worldwide.  

Alarming Figures 

 1 in 3 women and girls experience physical or sexual violence in their lifetime, most frequently 

by an intimate partner  

 Only 52% of women married or in a union freely make their own decisions about sexual 

relations, contraceptive use and health care 

 Worldwide, almost 750 million women and girls alive today were married before their 18th 

birthday; while 200 million women and girls have undergone female genital mutilation (FGM)  

 1 in 2 women killed worldwide were killed by their partners or family in 2017; while only 1 out 

of 20 men were killed under similar circumstances  

 71% of all human trafficking victims worldwide are women and girls, and 3 out of 4 of these 

women and girls are sexually exploited  

 Violence against women is as serious a cause of death and incapacity among women of 

reproductive age as cancer, and a greater cause of ill health than traffic accidents and malaria 

combined.  

https://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/ 

http://undocs.org/A/RES/48/104
http://undocs.org/A/RES/54/134
https://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/

