
 

 

 

 

It is agreed that the Celts formed part of a general European migratory phenomenon which, in Spain, 

is marked by two waves, the first traditionally placed around 900 BC and the second around 700-600 

BC. 

Celtic traditions, even nowadays, are full of magic and mystery, and strongly bond to nature. The 

Celts revered the sun and the moon, attached great significance to forests, rivers, wells, and 

mountains, and particularly venerated the oak tree. They built their villages on hills for strategic 

defense, and their houses were circular with low stone walls and conical, thatched roofs of straw and 

broom; there were probably no windows.  The buildings –arranged somewhat haphazardly– housed 

both family and animals.  

Does all this ring a bell? Of course, that’s part of our history, just like Samaín! We’re Galicians and 

Samaín is one of our traditions! 

Samaín (Samhain), a Celtic celebration, marks the end of the harvest season and the bright period, 

and the beginning of the dark period of winter.  

At the start of the celebration at sunset on October 31st, Samhain ceremonies and festivities would 

begin. People would gather and start bonfires that were considered sacred and served to cleanse the 

old year and prepare for the new year. However, it was believed that the souls of the dead returned 

to earth on that night. The Celts respected and honored some of those spirits but also feared some 

others, which they thought could be destructive. That’s why they wore costumes; this way, the evil 

ghosts wouldn’t recognize them. 

As the influence of Christianity spread into Celtic lands, the honouring of the dead was incorporated 

into the Christian calendar with All Saints (All Hallows) on November 1st, followed by All Souls on 

November 2nd. 

Later on, millions of Irish emigrants moved to America during the 19th century, especially around the 

time of famine in Ireland during the 1840's and they took with them their tradition; that’s how 

Halloween started to be celebrated in the USA. However, it is thought that Samhain was celebrated 

in Celtic Ireland long before the first Celts arrived there 2,500 years ago. 

In Galicia, Samaín is a tradition that goes back a couple of millennia back in time. It seemed to have 

lost popularity, but in recent years, it has undergone a process of recovery and vindication to 

precisely counteract the growing influence of Halloween. This recent revival which, ironically, was 

most probably fuelled by the commercialisation of American Halloween spreading into Spain, has 

helped us reconnect with Galicia’s Celtic past.  

 


